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General

1. The headquarters of the Commander in Chief of the Bulgarian Air Force is low: .°
cated in Sofia. At present, this position is held by Lieutenant G&r@ﬁl
Zekhario Zekhariev, aided by one Major General who is chief of staff and en-
other Major Generel who is in charge of services and supply. The Air Force Com-
mander, as are the Army Commanders and the Commender in Chief of ’c.he Na.vy, is
directly subordinate to the Chief of the General Staff. ,

2. The Bulgavian pesce tresty limits the Bulgarian Air Force to 90 planes, with
& meximum of 7Q combat planes, and & total personnel of no more than 5,200
men, However, with the ald of the Soviets, these Zimlitationsg heve been ex-
ceeded in accordance with the plan for building up the ermed forces of all
satellite countries. ‘

3. The Bulgarien military Air Force, patterned after a Soviet tacticel air army,
now includes at leamst 400 plenes and & totel of epproximetely &,000 men. (A
Soviet tacticsl elr ermy includes: 10 air divisions, 30 air regiman'ba, and
90 air squadrons, comprieing a total organic force of 1,050 line planes and
216 reserve plenss).

Composition of the Air Force

4o The Bulgarien Alr Force i1s divided into "Avio-Diviziya" (Air Divisions) which
are commanded by coclonels or lieutenant colonels, with 130 line and reserve
planes, Each "Avio-Diviziya" 1s composed of three "Avio-Polk," or regiinents,
which, in turn, are composed of three "Avio-Escadrilla," or squadrons.
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5. The individual commands and their subordinate units are located as follows:
8. The 1 Fighter Air Division, in Dobrich, composed as follows:
(1) The 22 Fighter Regiment, in Dobri.chs
(2) The 25 Fighter Regiment, in Dobrich; and
(3) The 27 Fighter Regiment, in Dobrichg

b, The 2 Light Night Bomﬁer Alr Division, in Stara Zagora, coﬁposed of the
34 Fighter Regiment and two other unidentified regiments in Stara Zagora;

¢. The 3 Bomber Air Division, in Balchik, composed of the 42 Fighter Regiment
and two other unidentified regiments in Balchik; ,

d, The 4 Fighter Air Division, in Sofia, composed as follows:
(1) The 11 Fighter Regiment, in Sofiag
(2) The 18 Fighter Regiment, in Sofia (with one squadron in Sarafovo); and
(3) The 16 Trensport Regiment, in Sofia;

e. The 5 Pursuit Air Division, in Plovdiv, composed as follows:
(1) The 17 Pursuit Regiment, in Krumovo;
{2) The 20 Pursuit Regiment, in Krumovo; and
(3) The 23 Pursuit Regimen‘t,v in Plovdivs

I, The 8 Naval Command, in Verna, composed as follows:
(1) A hydroplene unit, in Varna; end
(2) A hydroplane unit, in Burgas;

g. The 9 Light Night Bomber Air Division, in Yambol, composed of three un-
identified regiments in Yambol; and

h, The 10 Fighter Air Division, in Graf Ignatiev, which includes the 21
Fighter Regiment,

6, In addition to the divisional forces listed above, the Bulgarian Air Force
ineludes the following autonomous regiments and unitss

8. The 26 Reconnaissance Regiment, located in Gorna Oryakhovitsa;

b. A Parechute Regiment, composed of one group based in Sofie and one based
in Stera Zagora (which are in the process of being transformed into a
Division)s

¢, An airborne division, not at full strength, located in the vieinity of
Sof'le; :
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d. A reconnaissance unit, located in Vrazhdebna; and
€. A fighter training squadron, located in Leveki.
7. The main plants for egsembling and repairing planes are as follows:
8. Zavod #13, in Kezanliik;
b. Zavod #14, in Lovech;
2, Zavod #15, in Karlovos;
d. Assembly and Repair Plant; in Plovdiv;
©. Assembly and Repair Plant; in Bozhurishte (N4245 E2311); and
f. Assembly and Repair Plent, in Yambol,
Fersonnel and Schools

8, Certain categories of specialiste in the Bulgarian Air Force serve for a four-
Jear pericd; non-specielist reeruits serve a two-year enlistment.

9. Bulgarian Air Force schools are located as follows:
8, Dolna Mitropoliya, the Air Academy;
b, Telish: (1) An Instrument Flying School; (2) A Fighter Training School;
(3) A Bombardier Training Schools and (4) A Noncommissioned Officers and
Flight Personnel Sehools
t. Sofia, a Radiccommmications Schools

d. Sofia (Bozhurishte), a School for Drivers and a School for Pilots;

e. Sofia (Vrazhdebna): (1) A School for Plane-assembly Specialists and for
Parachutists; and (2) A School for Civilian Pilots;

f. Balchik, a Bombardier Schools

g. Dobrich, a Fighter Training Sechoolj

h. Gorna Oryakhovitsa, a Fighter Treining School;

i, Karlovo, a Fighter Treining Sehoel ;

Jo Graf Ignatiev, a Civilian Pilots Schoolj;

k, Lovech, Probably, a Technical School for Air Reserve Officers;
1. Atanasovo, probably, a Pilots Sehoolg

m. Krumove, a.section of a Pilots Schoolj
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n, Varna, a Pilots School and a Parachutists School, directed by Soviet
) officers;
0. Kalofer (N4237 E2459), a Glider School; and
p. Staras Zagora, probably, a Pilots School.
Airplane Types

10. Of the 400 planes assigned to the Bulgarilan Military Air Force, approximately
350, which came from the Soviet Union, are relatively new models and are con-
gidered to be in good combat condition., The remainder are of various mekes
and origins and their condition eannot be ascértained, The planes turned over
to Bulgeria by the Soviet Unlon are as follows:
a, YAK-9 piston-engine fighters, 100;
b, YAK-15 jet fighters, 15;
¢, YAK=17 jet fighters, 15
d. YAK-23' jet fighters, 30;
€. MIG-15 jet fighters, 10;
f, IL-2 Stormovik pursuit planes, 80;
g. PE-2 dive bombers, 115;
h. PE-2 planes, modified for transport, 10;
i. TU-R torpedo bombers, 15;
j. IL=10 Stormovik plenes, modified for reconnaissance, 30;
k., U/IL-10 Stormovik planes, modified for recomnaissance training, 30;
1, An unspecified mumber of LI-2 bombers (Dekota, C-47) and |
m. An unspecified number of reconnaissence and transport hydroplaneso1

11. The airplanes used for training are of the following types:
8, Zlin C-2;
b. Arado 96;
¢, PO-2, biplene;
d, YAK-18; and

e, YAK-11.
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12. The jet fighters recently turned over by the Soviet Union to Bulgarie were as-
signed to 1 Alr Division and are located in the Dobrich area.

13. The following sketch shows the wing, fuselage, and tail markings of planes in
the Bulgerian Air Force.
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Airplane Characteristics

1l4. The following is a list of Bulgarian Air Force planes snd their characteristics:

a,

C.

.

/

YAK-9, fighter, low-wing monoplene of wood and metal construetion, liquid-
cocled with radiator under the fuselage; inline 1,200 horsepower engine; 50x{-HUM
meximum speed, 560 km/hr; srmement, one 20 mm, or one 37 mm. canncn firing
through the propeller hub and one 12,7 mm, machine gun; |

FE-2 (PB-~100), dive bomber and reconnaissance plane; low-wing monoplane of
metal construction; quiteé vulnerable because of its gas tenks which are lo-
cated throughout the fuselage; twin ligquid-cooled 1,100 horsepower engines;
meximum speed, 540 km/hr; renge, 1,900 kilometers; armement, two fixed 12,7

/m, machine guns and four mobile 7.62 mm., machine guns; |

50X1-HUM

TU-2, twin-engine dive bomber of metal construction; twin 1,850 horsepower
radisl air-cooled engines; meximum speed, 575 km/hr; renge, 2,500 kile-

meters with 1,500 kilograms of bombs; armement, two 20 mm. cannon and four
J.&J_wgrms strategically located for offense and defenﬂt j\

- 1 - 50X1-HUM

I1-2 (Stormovik), single engine, twin-place fighter, of metal construction
and with armored ecockpit; 1,300 horsepower inline engine; maximum speed,

430 lan/hr; range, 1,100 kilometers; ceiling, &,800 meters; ermament, two

20 mm. cennon and two 12,7 mm. mechine guns, or two 32 mm. cannon and two 762

mechine gwas;| | 50X1-HUM

LI-2 (TS~84), twin-engine traneport and bombing plane built slong the lines

of the is sllegedly being replaced by the IL-12
plane; and ' 50X1-HUM

IL-10 Stormovik (IL-2 type plane modified for reconnaissance); 1,800 horse-
power inline engine; maximum speed, 450 km/hr; increased range; armament,
two 32 mm. cannon and one 7.62 mm. machine gun in the rear position,

Bulgarian Airfilelds

1‘5v The following is & list of Bulgarian airfields:

&8,

Balchik Military Airport (N4326 E2811), 2,000 x 1,500 meters, located on
the Black Sea Coast southwest of the city of Balchik, has hangers and a
conerete runwey;

Burges (Sarafove) Military and Civilian Airpert (N4235 E2732), 1,400 x
1,000 meters, in the process of being enlarged to 3,000 x 3,000 meters,
located approximately eight kilometers north-northeast of Burgas, between
the lake and the highway, has nine hangers and a radie and meteorological
station;

Burgas (Atanasove) Auxiliary Airfield, 2,000 x 1,500 meters, located ap—

- proximately seven kilometers north-northwest of Burgas;
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e

d. Dolna Mitropoliya Military Airport (N4327 E2430), 1,600 x 1,200 meters, lo-
cated epproximately eight kilometers northwest of Pleven, hes a concrete
runwey, four lerge hangars, various buildings housing commends end services,
and the Alr Academy;

e. Dospat Auxilisry Military Airport (N4139 ER408), 2,300 x 1,400 meters, lo-
cated immediately south of the Dospat Rlver; has nine hangars and various
faeilities;

f, Elkhovo Airport (N4208 ER543), recently reamctivated;

g. Gorne Oryskhovitea Military end Civilien Airport (N4309 E2543), 1,000 x
1,000 meters, located ilmmediately southweet of Dolna Oryskhovitsa end south
of the Yantra River in one of its bends, hes & concrete runwaey, five large-
plze hangare and various service and headquerters buildings;

h. Graf Ignatiev Military Alrport (N4218 E2443), 2,400 x 1,800 meters, located
spproximately 20 kilometers north of Plovdiv, approximately five kilometers
north-northwest of the town of OGref Ignatiev, hes elx hangars and & concrete
TUAWEY §

1. Yembol Military Airpert (N4230 E2629), 1,350 x 650 meters, located three
kilometers wast of Yambol in the Tundgha River plain elong the Yambol-Nova
Zagora railway line, has a conorete runwaey, four hangers, verious buildings,
end a radio stetion;

Jo. Kmzanlfc Militery Alrport (N4237 2524), 1,500 x 1,000 meters, located 1.5
kilometers northwest of Kagenllk, immediately weet of the Kazenlilk~Shipks
(4243 ®2520) highway, hes a concrete runway, four hangsrs, end various
buildings and workshops;

k. Karlovo Military Afrport (N4235 E2453), 1,400 x 1,000 meters, located eight
kilometers from Karlovo, has four hangars and two repair shops;

1. Kyustendil Airport (N4217 E2246);

m, Krumove Militaryuhirpurt (N4204 ER451), 1,400.x 800 meters, with facilities
for enlairging, located south-southeast of Plovdiv;

n. Lovech Military Airport (N4310 ER443), 1,400 x 1,100 meters, located 30
kilometers southeast of Pleven, approximately 1.5 kilometers from the Lovech-
Pleven and Lovech-Leveki crossroads, has two hangars;

o. Plovdiv Military and Civilian Airpert (N4208 E2447), 1,600 x 1,500 meters,
located approximately three kilometers southeast of Plovdiv and immediately
northeast of the highway and railroad to Asenovgrad (N4159 E2452), has six
hengers;

p. Sliven Military Airport (N4A240 E2621), 2,500 x 1,500 meters, located one
kilometer southeast of Sliven;

q. Sheynovo Airport, Auxiliary Field of Kazenlhk, (N4245 E2520), 1,800 x 700
meters; .
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r., Sofia (Bozhurishte) Militery and Civil Airport (N4245 E2311), 1,400 x 1,200
x 1,000 meters, located approximetely eight kilometers northwest from the
cutokirts of Sofia, just west of the Sofis-Dragomsn~Pirot road, includes
five hangers, barracks, workshops, and a radio and telephone statlon,

s. Sofia (Vrazhdebna) Military and Civil Airport (W4242 E2325), 2,000 x 1,000
meters; located two kilometers east of the su‘bwbs of Sofia, has four hang-
ars and various buildings;

t. Sopot Militery Airport (N4238 E2444), 1,300 x 60 meter runway, located west
of Karlovo, has hangars and workshops;

u. Varna (Sevmess) Military and Civil Airport? (N4312 ER753), 1,400 x 900
meters, located approximately two kilometers west-southwest of Varna, has
a hengar, a workshop, and various buildings;

v. Varna (Chaika) Hydroplane Base and Airport? (N4311 E2748), located on Varna
Lske, has a conerete runway;

w, Varna Givil Airport of Aksakovo (N4315 E2748), located two kilometers south-
west of the town of Aksakovo;

x. Stara Zagora Military Airport (N4222 E2542), 1, 800 x 1,500 meters, 1ocated
four kilometers southeast of Stara Zagora, has four hangars,

y. Telish Military Airport (N4320 ER2415), 2,000 x 1,700 meters, located 30
kilemeters southwest of Pleven, has a concrete runwaey, two hangars, and
various buildings;

%, Dobrich Militery Alvport (N4336 E2752), 1,300 x 1,300 neters, located ep-
proximately 24 kilometers northwest of Balchlk has five hangers and & con-
ecrete rmway; and

asm, Vidin Airport (N4400 E2251),

Energengy Alrporis

16, The following airports are emergency airports which are kept active or where
construction work is in progress: Asen, Banya, Belitsa, Bukhovtsi, Gorna,
Dzhumays, Karnobat, Kirdzhali, Kraynovo (sic), Luvonovo (siec), Melnik, Momchil-
grad, Malevo, Nevrokop, Petrich, Popovo, Razlog, Ruse, S:Lm:Ltl:L, Smo].yan, Stozher,
and Pagzardzhik,

50X1-HUM
1. Comment: attention is called to the discrepancy between the
statement that "approximately 350 planes...were turned over to Bulgaria by
the Soviet Union)' and the breakdown of these planes by type, which adds up
to over 450 planes.

50X1-HUM
2o Comment: These two airports have been united and are now known as
the Varns Mil 1‘tm'y Airport.

SECRET/CONTROL--U. S. OFFICIALS ONLY

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/07/30 : CIA-RDP83-00415R012700120005-2



